Brothel claim in city swoop
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POLICE and council officers swooped on a suspected illegal brothel in busy Bourke St yesterday.
A woman detained in the sting struggled with plainclothes police in front of shoppers before being whisked away in a car. 

The raid on a nondescript city office in a building beside a fast-food outlet came after several months of surveillance. 

Six police and three City of Melbourne planning enforcement officers pounced in an undercover operation just after 2pm. 

A woman, believed to be the madam of an unlicensed brothel, was escorted from the site near the corner of Russell St at 4.20pm. 

The woman was later questioned by Melbourne regional response unit police. 

Australian Adult Entertainment Industry spokesman William Albon said he believed the joint raid was the first of its type in the CBD since the 1994 Prostitution Control Act was introduced. 

"We welcome the initiative from planning enforcement officers of the council and their ability to obtain the co-operation and support of the police," Mr Albon said. 

"There needs to be more of this." 

Mr Albon said there were about 400 illegal brothels across Victoria. 

There are 87 licensed brothels and 10 lawful escort agencies. 

The industry has long lobbied for agencies -- including police, councils, consumer affairs, tax and immigration and health departments -- to join forces to crack down on illegal businesses.
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Raid: the suspect is arrested. Picture: Peter Ward 


