






Caught in the act 

Holly O'Connell

25Jun08 

TWO private investigators were paid to find out if a Caulfield massage parlour was being run as an unlicensed brothel.

Glen Eira Council needed hard evidence the business was operating illegally, so it paid the investigators to make appointments at the Shanti House of Healing, Glen Huntly Rd, on May 14.

Magistrate Anne Goldsbrough found the business was operating as a proscribed brothel and fined operator George Hamshari $8559, and ordered that the business be closed.

In statements to the Moorabbin Magistrates' Court, the investigators described their experiences of how two women, Danielle and Angelique, performed sexual acts on them.

The court was told the investigators made appointments within the same half-hour on May 14 and each paid $90 up front.

One investigator's witness statement included a brief dialogue with masseuse, "Danielle".

Danielle: "You want half or one hour? 

Investigator: "Give me an hour.

Danielle: "You want to try nude?

Investigator: "Sure."

Danielle: "That's $90 all together, can you pay now please always pay first."

The investigator told the court the woman performed the massage naked and then asked if he would like a "hard massage".

"When I asked her what she meant, she placed her hand underneath me," he said.

The investigator's statement revealed how he told the woman he was embarrassed and asked her to stop.

The second investigator said he also left when the massage became sexual.

Mr Hamshari of Camberwell, who operates the business, appeared in court on June 13 and 19 to face an application from the council that the premises was a proscribed brothel.

His lawyer, Tony Burns, told the court that the two women who masturbated the men were acting on a "frolic of their own in direct contravention of their instructions".

Glen Eira civil compliance manager John Bordignon told the court the investigation began after a complaint was received from a representative of the Australian Adult Entertainment Industry.

Both investigators and Mr Hamshari agreed no sexual innuendo was used by either party when the bookings were made.

Appearing before the court, Angelika Fritz, of Leopold, denied she had ever used the name "Angelique" and told the magistrate she worked at Shanti House, but started work on May 14 after the investigators' appointments.

Glen Eira Council barrister Anthony Beck-Godoy asked Ms Fritz if she had ever performed sexual acts on clients.

She responded saying, "I would never do that  that is totally out of the question."

Three other masseuses, who had worked at Shanti House, testified there were explicit instructions from Mr Hamshari that the service was massage-only.

Mr Burns tendered evidence to the court outlining qualifications of his staff, and a sign posted on the Shanti House walls telling customers no sexual services were offered.

He said the two women involved were "acting on a frolic of their own".

Mr Hamshari said both the women were sacked after reports came to light.
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