Illegal brothel closed
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AN illegal brothel posing as a massage parlour has been forced to close after Port Phillip Council hired a private investigator to help shut it down.
The council laid charges against the tenants at 213 Park St, Port Melbourne, and succeeded in having the premises declared an illegal brothel. 

The Magistrates' Court convicted the two lessees, Yu Jun "Lily" Zhang and Tsung-En "Johnny" Tsai, and fined them $62,000 together. 

Yesterday, the council posted a sign at the premises, warning anyone found there for the purposes of prostitution could be liable for a $6607 fine. 

Port Phillip Mayor Janet Bolitho welcomed the successful court action, but said the responsibility on local councils to shut down illegal brothels was too onerous. 

"It's gratifying that the Magistrates' Court has seen fit to proscribe the premises as an illegal brothel and issue appropriate fines and award costs," she said. "Illegal brothels are notoriously hard to close down, (and) Consumer Affairs Victoria has the power to do so but rarely does. 

"The responsibility has been foisted on to local councils and then we have to rely on the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal or the Magistrates' Court to order them to do so." 

According to Cr Bolitho, the process shouldn't require councils to hire private detectives to obtain evidence for court cases. 

"Unlike the previous practice of some councils, the City of Port Phillip does not pay private detectives to have sex."
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