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This year’s conference was a success and I would like to thank all of the committee members that have helped to organize the event and in particular Michael Somerville, Paul Lewis and Katherine Paterson for all their hard work and dedication. 

I am sure that you would agree that the quality of the speakers made the event memorable and the theme “Tools of the Trade” centered on not only improving our enforcement work but also having fun and achieving the work/life balance. Thanks also to the solicitors Basil Stafford, Matt Sherwell, Ragu Appudurai and John Hoey for providing us with useful enforcement advice and injecting some humour into the topics. Who could forget Basil’s flamboyant fashion sense and Hawaiian shirts?

Matt and Basil’s workshop on actual cases on a boarding house, an illegal brothel and a property which dealt with drugs raised a lot of discussion among the members and highlights that there is overlap in jurisdiction when it comes to enforcement and may involve other departments such as Health and Building and external bodies such as the Police. They stressed that it was important to have an overarching enforcement policy and to avoid the “silo effect” 

The presentation on the apiary code of practice by the Department of Primary Industries was quite interesting and “hands on” as they actually brought along sample beehives. It was mentioned that bees only swarm if they have no access to adequate water and all beekeepers must be registered with DPI.

Lindsay Tighe the inspirational coach pointed out that people tend to think the same thoughts day in and day out and never seem to get out of these thought patterns. The story of the bananas and the monkeys come to mind where culture starts dictating what and how we think.  

I cannot resist mentioning Barry Jones from Cardinia Council’s and Geoff McDonald from Casey Council’s brilliant guess work during the “Who am I?” games as Barry was so close to being correct and Geoff made winning seem so effortless.

The highlight of the conference in my opinion was the dinner at Sherwood’s Restaurant as the food was of a high standard and the company entertaining. Sadly my camera ceased to work and I did not take any photos of the dinner (which may be a good thing according to some people)!   
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Photo 1 Nice shirt Basil
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Photo 2 This way madam
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