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Minutes of the PEOA meeting held at Glen Eira City Council, Caulfield Pavilion, Caulfield.  Friday 4 March, 2011
Meeting.  Conducted as per the Agenda which was available for all attendees on arrival.
Summary. In excess of 46 members attended the meeting which was conducted in a new and well fitted out conference facility, with a very large and bountiful morning tea and lunch provided by the host council.  Many thanks to Doug Taylor, his partners in Crime and the Glen Eira City Council for providing the lovely facility and refreshments on the day. 

Apologies: Alan Harrison, Allan Sterck, Simon Glenister, Yvonne Dias, Glen Strachan & Elizabeth Tuson. 

Next Meeting: Tentatively set for Mornington Head Office, Queen St, Mornington.  Friday 3 June 2011.  9.00 for 9.30 start. To be Confirmed
	Agenda item No


	Context


	Actions/Points

	1. Welcome 


	Host Council representative, PEOA Webmaster and member Doug Taylor opened the meeting, welcoming all who attended and covering local house keeping rules were explained 
	

	2. Forum Opened                  
	Mr Jeff Akehurst, Director City Development, Glen Eira Council opened the forum and spoke at length on Glen Eira Council and the expectation on Enforcement Officers
	New projects/buildings at Glen Eira

Do job property – do not leave areas open

If you start a job, finish it

You are front line – your approach is important.

	3.Guest Speakers
	DLA Phillips Fox representatives Mark Beaufoy and Alice Skipper.

Role and Responsibility of Local Government.
	Setting the scene

VAGO Report on Enforcement

Risk Assessment

EPA Compliance/Enforcement Review

Councils Empowerment Powers

Section 173 Agreements

	4. Morning Tea          
	Hot/cold morning tea in Refreshment Room and on Balcony 
	 Will be hard to beat at next meeting

	5. Guest Speaker

	Greens List Barrister Jason Kane

Enforcement in the new millennium
	 Councils “No Win” situation

Enforcement: First and Critical Step-Evidence

“Snooker” the defendant/respondent

Prosecution discretion: To enforce or not.

Enforcement Options:

Warning

Notice of Contravention

VCAT – Enforcement Order

VCAT – Interim Enforcement Order

VCAT – Declaration under 149 – PEA

VCAT – Application to amend 87 – PEA

Magistrates Court

Costs

	6. Doug Taylor         
	Discussion on Statute of Limitations.

Doug Taylor.  Glen Eira Council

PEOA Webmaster.  Member and Master of Ceremonies.
	Expression “Prior to commencement of construction etc”

Legal opinion – Construction commencement date as trigger

Much discussion on this point with divided opinion from attending members.


	7. Owen Lloyd 
	Training Program for Planning Enforcement Officers (A Proposed new approach)

Owen Lloyd. Nillumbik Shire Council.  Member.
	Spoke at length on the possible available training for Planning Enforcement Officers.

Seeking ideas from members.  Contact Owen at Nillumbik Shire Council

	8. Lunch    
	 Very, Very large lunch in Refreshment Room
	Will be hard to beat at next meeting

	9. Doug Taylor 
	Liaison with NAPE (Planning Enforcement - UK).  Doug Taylor – Glen Eira Council

PEOA Webmaster.  Member and Master of Ceremonies.
	Doug spoke at length about a proposed trip to England, Scotland and Wales in the coming months. Will be over there for approximately 6-7 weeks. Had made contact with representatives of NAPE who issued an invitation for Doug to not only visit them, but address one of their meetings.  

Members present fully supported this invitation and wished Doug all the best on his trip.

	10. Rhett English

	Forming of Sub-Committee for 2011 Annual State Conference.  Rhett English.  Melton Shire Council.  President PEOA
	Rhett spoke briefly about the next PEOA Annual State Conference which will be hosted by the Melbourne City Council on 10 and 11 November, 2011. Volunteers were then asked for the Sub Committee to arrange this Annual State Conference.  Volunteers from this meeting, and organised after the meeting were

Hissan Kazi, Paul Lewis, Bruce Mitchell, David Bretel, Michelle Harmer, Rhett English, and Ray Chalkley.  

Many thanks to all who have volunteered however as this is the major event of the year, and as it is being “showcased” in Melbourne, all the more the merrier so if any more members feel that they could add just a little more flair to the sub committee, please contact Rhett at Melton and let him know. 

	11. Rhett English

	Constitution and Cole of Conduct.  Rhett English.  Melton Shire Council.  President PEOA
	Rhett again spoke briefly on the proposed Constitution and Code of Conduct that has been emailed to member for opinion and comment. Vote taken. Prop Rhett English.  Sec Lou Polga.  General discussion on the issues.  Some questions clarifying points and then vote taken.  Unanimous vote by all present. Code of Conduct.  Prop by Rhett English.  Sec  Bruce Mitchell.  Vote. Unanimous.

	12. General Business

	General Business discussed during this period
Open for discussion by all members present.
	Main topic was presented by Doug Taylor.  Web Page – Work in Progress.


	13.  Close 2.00pm
	Meeting Closed.
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